San Luis Valley
Habitat Conservation Plan

2020 Year end updates

Photo credit: Tim Carden of RGWCD

Overview of the HCP

The San Luis Valley Regional Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP) is
essentially a mitigation program that offsets the impacts of specific
activities on the habitat of two Endangered Species Act (ESA) listed
birds - the Southwestern willow flycatcher and the Yellow-billed
cuckoo. Both birds migrate from Central and South America to breed
in the Valley from May-August. They use willow and cottonwood
habitat patches along streams and rivers for breeding -an example
habitat patch can be seen in the image above.

Because both species are listed under the ESA, impacts that harm
them are prohibited without a permit. The HCP provides permits for
private landowners, the Counties in the Valley, 4 Municipalities, the
Rio Grande Water Conservation District, and the State of Colorado
(DWR and CPW), when performing specific agricultural, water, and
infrastructure projects (see rgwcd.org/HCP for the full list of covered
activities). The HCP works with private landowners and the
permittees to maintain mitigation habitat on their lands to offset the
impacts, aiding in the conservation of both species. The HCP has
been in effect since 2012, allowing these activities to continue.




Yellow-Billed Cuckoo
Updates
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The US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) is responsible for
implementing  the Endangered
Species Act and released two
important updates on the yellow-
billed cuckoo this year.

Firstly, USFWS released an updated
proposed critical habitat - no critical
habitat units were suggested for the
Valley. The nearest units in Colorado
are along the Colorado River by Grand
Junction and the Gunnison River near
Hotchkiss. The final decision will be
published in 2021.

USFWS also determined that the
cuckoo still qualifies as a threatened

species under the ESA in response to
a delisting petition. Therefore, the
regulations of the act still apply. For
more information on yellow-billed
cuckoo updates visit:
ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/3911



